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NSW 2081

Mr Barry O'Farrell, 

Leader of the Opposition and Shadow Minister for Western Sydney
27 Redleaf Avenue,
WAHROONGA NSW 2076

LOP@parliament.nsw.gov.au
Dear Mr O’Farrell

Re: F3 freeway surface

I am writing to you to seek your urgent assistance to bring the Government and Roads and Traffic Authority (RTA) to account about the appalling state of the F3 road surface from Wahroonga to Cowan. This section of road is currently being widened, yet the job is so piecemeal that there is no consistent approach to the surface on Australia’s busiest freeway.

It is imperative that you act on our behalf and ensure the RTA treat the start of this freeway as one road, not three, and apply one surface on the concrete pavement from its start in Wahroonga to Cowan.

Contrary to the RTA’s original 2006 statement that an asphalt suface would be laid during the major upgrade,  this has not occurred in Berowra (it has been the case in Cowan). Infact no sound abating measures whatsoever are intended for Berowra. I am also informed that a new system of grinding is to be used through Mount Kuring-gai but it is not intended to use this system through Berowra.

It seems incongruous that the neighbouring suburb of Cowan receives new asphalt, Mount Kuring-gai a newly ground concrete surface, while Berowra is expected to endure the constant roar that is created by over 80,000 vehicles  passing daily across transversely tined concrete.

The RTA has no consistent approach to the F3 and the responses to complaints has been piecemeal and constantly changes. It is creating different road surfaces, all with major noise implications for hundreds of residents, when with only a little thought and small budget a smooth road surface could be achieved to the benefit of residents and motorists. 

For your information, I have provided some key points on the current situation and I have also taken this opportunity to provide some questions which could be raised in parliamentary Question Time. 

Current situation with the F3

· Three different sections curently been managed by three different departments in the RTA.

· Wahroonga – did have asphalt and now has milled concrete.

· Mt Kuringai – did have asphalt and now has milled concrete.

· Berowra –has transversely tined concrete, the original concrete surface, which has never received any treatment. 

· The RTA is currently widening the F3 in  two of three sections and will be surface treating the Mt Kuring-gai section but refuses to treat the Berowra section.

· Even in EPA documents, the F3 is cited as a worst case scenario for road surfaces ie transversly tined. Likewise the Australian standards for road surfaces, implemented in the early 1990s, also refer to the F3 as the worst case construction. 

· In the US, transversely tined concrete surface, which exists in Berowra, is documented as being the worst road surface possible. 

· Wahroonga currently has a milled surface after asphelt was removed. The RTA has recently agreed to diamond grind this surface in an attempt to reduce surface variations and therefore noise. 

· Diamond grinding testing should also be conducted at Berowra as this is the surface which could benefit the most. 

· The cost of diamond grinding is $12 per square metre (RTA figure); open graded asphalt is $30 per sq metre. The cost to include Berowra in diamond grinding is $600,000 only, a fraction of theroad widening budget of ~$120 million. 

· Maintenance work on the concrete section of the F3 has been minamal in its twenty year life span. It is therefore appropriate and timely to fix the road surfaces now as part of the current F3 widening project; otherwise the project will simply result in more noise for residents. 

Questions to ask in Parliament

1. Can the F3 expressway be treated as one road with one surface from Cowan to Wahroonga?

2. RTA control over 80% of public space so why so does no one have control over the RTA nor is it apparently accountable to anyone?

3. Why does the State Government have no control over the RTA?

4. Why is the State Governemnt continuing to mismanage NSW’s busiest freeway and failing to provide one uniform road surface?  

5. This is the only road north from Sydney – why isn’t the same road surface standard (asphalt) applied as exists for all other 110 km speed-limited  motorways in metropolitian Sydney? 

This issue is now urgent given the current work and the RTA’s imminent trial of diamond grinding. This issue has been growing for many years, and I am in regular contact with many residents whose life is impacted by road noise. I know you have been involved in the fight with the RTA and I hope you will be able to use your influence to put the spotlight on this issue of the suburb of Berowra at this critical time. We now have a small window of opportunity to get the RTA to finally do the right thing for the residents of Berowra. I would be happy to provide further information to you on this matter and can be contacted on 0409564428.

Yours sincerely

Martin Harding 

